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Quick reference

Confirm minimum ceiling height

1.95 m clear in living spaces, 1.85 m under beams. Underpin if shorter.

Plan egress windows for every bedroom

Minimum 0.35 sq m unobstructed opening, 380 mm minimum dimension.

Locate smoke alarms on the ceiling

One per bedroom, one in each common area, interconnected.

Add a CO alarm on every level

Required by Ontario law if there is a fuel-burning appliance or attached garage.

Plan fire separation if adding a second unit

30-minute fire-rated assemblies between the two units, including walls and ceilings.

Pull an electrical permit through ESA

Electrical work in Ontario goes through the Electrical Safety Authority, not the city.

Insulate exterior walls and slab perimeter

Vapour barrier on the warm side. SB-12 prescriptive path is the easiest to document.

Schedule the framing inspection before drywall

Inspector must see studs, services, and insulation before they are covered.

Need a permit-ready package? Acadia Drafting serves Toronto and the GTA.

This guide is for general information only. Acadia Drafting is not liable for actions taken based on this content.

Always verify current requirements with your municipality and a licensed designer before applying.
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